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The Musical Saviour

Hollywood music composer comes to the
aid of farmers’ widows in Andhra Pradesh

Rashul Chardasanker

Anjamma’s dignity
in the face of
personal tragedy
struck a chord
inside Joseph
Curiale and made
him act on it

Josaph Curiale with a farmer's widow and her depandants in
Mizamabad district of Andhra Pradash

By Rahul Chandawarkar

he widows of the farmers who com-
! I Imiu[:{] suicide in Andhra Pradesh

have found support in the most wn-
likeliest of quarters: Hollvwood!

Yoz, Joseph Curiale, leading Hollvwiood
music composear is their saviour. He has
traveled five times in the last one year
from the USA to the farmlands of Andhra
Pradesh with as much as 50,000 US dollars
(Rupees Twenty two lakhs) o pay off
debts of eight farm widows, rehabilitate
many others and help construct an or-
phanags.

[n an outstanding example of compas-
sion, Joseph has managed to single hand-
edlv pav off the debts of eight widows
amounting to Bs four lakhs, open fixed de
posits of Bs one lakh each for eight wid-
ows and plans o construet a new building
for a state government run orphanage in
the Bodhan village of Nizamabad district
for children of farmers’ families.

For this, Joseph has put on hold a Tu-
crative music career and has spent most
part of last vear mobilizing funds for the
widows from his world wide network of
friends.

The story began on March 2, 2006, when
Joseph watched a CHNN television report
in his Los Angeles home on Anjamma, a
farmer's widow from the [saipeta village
of the Nizamabad district of Andhra
Pradezh. According to Joseph, it was An-

volldoing this alone? Ask vou friends for
help.” This prompted him to write 200
emails to friends across the world asking
for help. His friends donated amounts
ranging from T80 100 to ST 500 and in
le=s than a month he had managed to ool-
lect UTSD 8,000  Rs 596 lakhs), which he
brought with him to Andhra Pradesh in
April 2008,

He visited Anjamma’s village and paid
off her debt in a puhlic functicon. He also
managed to pay off the debts of four oth-
al Widows and gave hope to 20 other wid-
ows giving them each, USD 110,

Joseph went back to the USA and raised
ancther USD 16000 ¢ Rs 7 lakhs) in aight
weeks and freed seven more widows and
sot up fixed deposits for them worth Hs
one lakh each,

He now plans to construct an orphan-
age building in the Bodhan village of the
Nizamabad district. Says Joseph. “There
are 75 girls in the orphanage with just
one single twoilet servicing them. My
heart bleeds for them. They are so inno-
cent and haven't asked for anything. That
= why I'wantto help them.” Joseph is be-
ing assisted on the ground by the Hyilear-
abad based wluntary organisation,
Asha.

Joseph reveals that histryst with India
began several vears ago, when he became
a student of kriva voga at Swami Yo-
gananda’s centre in California. “Yoga
and Despak Chonra’s writines have given




jamma’s dignity in the face of personal
tragedy that struck a chori inside him
and made him act upon it

[n Pune, on the invitation of the city
based [T company Reflexis, Joseph told
TOL “Something mystical happenead after
[ =aw Anjamma on television. A voice
from insidemy head, simply said: ‘Pay her
debt!” and that voice did not go away, [did
not have the money, but 1 remembered a
Eible scripture, which said: ‘Put God's
things first and evervthing else will be
given to vou” Not surprisingly a few dayvs
later, I got a rovalty check of USD 1,600
from a music-related source”

Joseph revealed how a few days later,
the same inner voice asked him: “Why are

me a sense of direction in life,” he says.

Savs Devinder Sharma, New Dalhi
based journalist and activist, “Joseph’s
wiork is commendable becanse he has sin-
gle handadly motivated his friends in the
western world for this cause. Rarely do
people put their careers on hold, o do
this kind of work.”

Acconding to Sharma, the government
paid cotton farmers a pittance for the 50
vears just to make the Indian textile in-
dustry internationally competitive. Ar-
gies Sharma, “1 feel the textile barons
who became rich this way, should e go-
ing out there like Joseph and helping the
farmers in Vidarbhaand Andhra intheir
hour of nesd.”



